


	
		



  
  	Home
	Feature Films
	TV Series
	TV Movies
	Docs


    







  
  
  








  News
  
    About
    International Sales
    Finance & Sales Consulting Services
    Executive Producing
    Co-Producing
    Domestic Distribution
  

  Contact

  Screening Room




			






	
				
			
	
		
Contact us!



	

	
		

	
    News
  
	
    About
    
      International Sales
      Finance & Sales Consulting Services
      Executive Producing
      Co-Producing
      Domestic Distribution
      

      About
    

  
	
    Contact
  
	
    Screening Room
  
	
    Subscribe Newsletter
  

	





		

						
			

			


 




  
  	
													Home
								
	
													Feature Films
								
	
													TV Series
								
	
													TV Movies
								
	
													Docs
								










  
  
  








  News
  
    About
    International Sales
    Finance & Sales Consulting Services
    Executive Producing
    Co-Producing
    Domestic Distribution
  

  Contact

  Screening Room







		
			

	
	
		
								

	

	
	
				
			



        
  						
		
		
			
				See all filters
			

			
				
			

			
				Reset filter
							

		

		
			
				Filter

			

						
				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish


			

						
				Category

				Documentary
Feature Animation
Feature Film
TV Series
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      Vassilis Kroustallis reviews the German comedy Mission Ilja Funk by Barbara Kronenberg, premiering at the 71st Berlin Film Festival (Generation Kplus).

A prophet (and a meteorite) in our house, and our underlying values (usually unquestioned) are under attack. This is the premise of the lovable offbeat comedy Mission Ulja Funk, the debut feature by Barbara Kronenberg.

The 12-year-old Ulja Funk (Romy Lou Janinhoff), a determined Greta Thunberg character with her anorak always visible, she has more sense and reasoning (but less love granted) than her elders. Fascinated with science and the universe beyond her small community in the German heartland she lives; like Jodie Foster in Contact, she tries in vain to communicate her knowledge and the immediate collision of a meteorite with the Belarusian land. Her Russian-German grandma Olga (Hildegard Schroedter, a funny, later-age version of Abigail Breslin in Little Miss Sunshine) won't only disapprove of her granddaughter's behavior; she will simply lock her things in the church, run by the very individuated (and fishy) Pastor Brotz (Luc Feit).

Still, the team up of Ulja with Henk (Jonas Oeßel) another outcast -but with the ability to drive- will change the course of the events. The duo will devise a plan to witness and alert the meteorite collision in Belarus, moving through Poland. The yellow van of Little Miss Sunshine is now a black hearse, and there will be different incidents along the journey.

Kronenberg has the ability to orchestrate her characters in unison, with the result being neither a deadpan overall effect nor a caricature; there is space for everyone in the film to showcase their mix of ignorance, prejudice and a little bit of humanity in the process (even though the film sometimes tries too hard to fit in all the character's back stories into a single film). The road movie she crafts has the necessities of a well-oiled comedy plus a penchant for a young girl to do what her hearts wants.

The episodic structure of the road movie is carefully divided between Ulja and her 'hunters', the rest of the village who need to protect their own status quo of religion against science. Creationism vs. science and progress is a constant theme in the film which explores the deep prejudices still surfacing in one of Europe's richest country.

Ulja herself changes during the trip, especially regarding her relationship with the good-for-nothing Henk; it is an adulthood of sorts, yet Kronenberg's drama is more about building up stronger family and community relations than simple independence.

With a tempo that breathes and accelerates in equal doses, Mission Ulja Funk sometimes (especially in the Belarus section) feels forced, and its presented stereotypes are to mock, not to investigate. The film has its spirited energy, well-attuned performances and a direction that offers a still refreshing take of the old road-movie film concept.


CREDITS:
Mission Ulja Funk (Germany / Luxembourg / Poland 2021, 92').  

Cast: Romy Lou Janinhoff (Ulja Funk), Jonas Oeßel (Henk von Kindermann), Hildegard Schroedter (Grandma Olga), Luc Feit (Pastor Brotz), Anja Schneider (Irina Funk), Ivan Shvedoff (Evgenji Funk), Christina Große (Nelly Brotz), Janina Elkin (Jana Schlegel), Peter Trabner (Waldemar Schulz), Martina Eitner-Acheampong (Jolanta Schlegel)

Written and Directed by Barbara Kronenberg | Cinematography: Konstantin Kröning | Editing: Rune Schweitzer, Paul Maas |Music: André Dziezuk | Sound: Zofia Moruś | Production Design: Christina Schaffer | Costumes: Nicole Hutmacher | Make-Up: Anna Nobel-Nobielska |Casting: Susanne Ritter, Annekathrin Heubner | Producers: Roshanak Behesht Nedjad, Bernard Michaux, Joanna Szymańska
World Sales: Picture Tree International

Mission Ulja Funk premiered at the 71st Berlin Film Festival (Generation KPlus).

contributed by: Vassilis Kroustallis
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