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				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish


			

						
				Category

				Documentary
Feature Animation
Feature Film
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		(FDCP) What the Tokyo world premiere means for 'Motel Acacia' team


								November 1st 2019  
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By FILM DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL OF THE PHILIPPINES

 



“As the creatures and monsters in Motel Acacia strike terror in our minds, it is the actions of humans that terrify me. This film seeks to understand our own apathy towards man’s cruelty in today’s society," explains director Bradley Liew.

[image: ]
Photo from the Epicmedia website

The Malaysian-born filmmaker based in the Philippines continues, "It is about the scars of colonialism in Southeast Asia and how it facilitates the vicious cycle of violence. It’s about a young man’s search for truth and the affirmation that there is good inside us all, no matter how dark the times are."

Award-winning producer Bianca Balbuena, who is Liew's wife, relates how grateful they are for having been given the TIFFJP platform to showcase their work to a global audience. "We found a good place to launch 'Motel Acacia' here and we hope to get a good response also," says the 2018 Asian Film Commissions Network (AFCNet) Producer of the Year. 

Her notable works include Pepe Diokno's "Clash (Engkwentro)," plus Lav Diaz's "A Lullaby to the Sorrowful Mystery (Hele sa Hiwagang Hapis" and "Season of the Devil (Ang Panahon ng Halimaw)."

Balbuena adds, "Yoshihiko Yatabe and Kenji Ishizaka, the head programmers, have been our good supporters. And even if we submitted late, they watched the film with great interest and wrote personal messages to us on how they love the film."
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Proudly representing the Philippines

"Motel Acacia" is among the eight films included in the Asian Future section for up-and-coming directors who have a maximum of three feature-length films. 
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Photo from the Epicmedia website

It is about a man, portrayed by JC Santos, who confronts a demon haunting a motel that he took over from his father. Santos is part of the multinational crew and cast which includes actors Jan Bijvoet and Nicholas Saputra.

"Sobrang honored bordering nakakaiyak (I am very honored, bordering on being on the verge of tears)," says Santos before letting out a laugh. Turning serious, he reveals that it is his first time to represent the county. "Sobrang proud ako na nakakasali ang pelikulang Pinoy sa film festivals tulad nito. Sana ma-experience ito ng lahat ng actors sa bansa natin. Na-validate ulit 'yung feeling ko na gusto ko talaga itong ginagawa ko," he declares.
[Translation: I am very proud that Filipino Films get to join film festivals just like TIFF. I hope that all Filipino actors can experience this, too. This validates once again my feeling that I really want what I am doing.]

Balbuena, on the other hand, is not a newbie at the TIFFJP. "Tokyo IFF has always had a special place in my heart ever since Pepe Diokno’s 'Above The Clouds' competed here," she remarks.
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She eagerly announces that the "Motel Acacia" second screening at TIFFJP 2019 has been sold out. In addition, she lauds Picture Tree International and XYZ Films for securing distribution in other countries. 

After Japan, "Motel Acacia" is set to be screened in November at the Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival in Taiwan. It will also serve as the closing film of the Jogja-NETPAC Asian Film Festival in Indonesia.



http://fdcp.ph/media/what-tokyo-world-premiere-means-motel-acacia-team
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