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				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish
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Feature Animation
Feature Film
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		(Variety) Producer Tom Zickler Pays Tribute to DEFA With ‘Traumfabrik’


								May 14th 2019  
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					“Traumfabrik” marks the return of one of Germany’s most successful producers back onto the film stage in more ways than one.

		
					


        
  
      By Ed Meza

A period-piece love letter to East Germany’s famed DEFA film studios, now known as Studio Babelsberg, “Traumfabrik” is a romantic drama set in 1961 that follows a young studio extra’s ambitious efforts to reunite with the French girl he loves after being separated by the construction of the Berlin Wall.

It’s also the name of a new Studio Babelsberg shingle headed by veteran producer Tom Zickler and Christoph Fisser, Studio Babelsberg vice president and COO.

Zickler launched the joint venture in 2017 after nearly 20 years of working with actor-director Til Schweiger on some of Germany’s most successful films of the past two decades. Overseeing production at Barefoot Films and Mr. Brown Entertainment, Zickler produced such hits as 1997’s “Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door”; 2010’s “Friendship!” and 2014’s “Head Full of Honey.”

The new company also marks a return to his professional roots. Zickler began his film career in East Germany working at DEFA in 1986, three years before German reunification led to the privatization of the studio.

“When we decided to set up the new company, I wanted our first film to actually be set at Studio Babelsberg,” Zickler tells Variety.

“I had the idea for years of making a film about a dream factory under socialist conditions. It was an extraordinary place, even back then. We had to be independent of the whole dilapidated DDR economy. Every profession existed here at the studios. It had its own bakery, its own garden nursery, its own butcher’s shop. If we needed flowers, we couldn’t just go to a flower shop and buy them. Everything had to be made here. There was a real freethinking spirit on the lot.”

“Traumfabrik,” Studio Babelsberg’s first major German-language in-house production in two decades, tells the story of love ripped apart by political events – something Zickler experienced first hand as a young man.

Despite its East German subject matter, the film also found inspiration in Hollywood – specifically the varied accounts of how an ambitious teenage Steven Spielberg would sneak onto the Universal Studios lot and commandeer empty offices during school breaks in the 1960s.

Zickler was not only eager to bring German productions back to Babelsberg, which in recent years has become better known as a key co-production partner for major Hollywood titles like “Captain America: Civil War” and Steven Spielberg’s “Bridge of Spies,” but also to pay tribute to the studio’s eventful history, including the DEFA years that spanned from 1946 to 1990.

Zickler notes that “it does hurt a bit” when Studio Babelsberg is discussed and the focus is usually only on the early years through the 1930s and on the post-reunification era that brought Hollywood productions and the likes of George Clooney and Quentin Tarantino to the studio.

“There are 45 years of DEFA history here after all,” he stresses.

Zickler is quick to point out that Babelsberg, one of the world’s oldest film studios, managed to survive five distinct social systems: Imperial Germany, the Weimar Republic, fascism, annihilation, socialist reconstruction and today’s market economy. “Films were shot here every day, regardless of what was going on, whether it was world war or runaway inflation. It’s a crazy history.”

Directed by Martin Schreier and written by Arend Remmers, “Traumfabrik” stars Dennis Mojen as the young bit-part actor who dreams big and Emilia Schüle as the object of his affection.

With a budget of more than €8 million ($9 million), the lavish production was made possible with the support of some of Germany’s leading producers, including Tobis Filmproduktion, ARRI Media, Michael Herbig’s herbX Film, Matthias Schweighöfer’s Pantaleon Films and Telepool.

Picture Tree International is handling world sales for the film, which will hit German theaters July 4 via Tobis.
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