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				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish


			

						
				Category

				Documentary
Feature Animation
Feature Film
TV Series
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		(Cineuropa) Rotterdam 2019 Review: The Beast in the Jungle


								February 1st 2019  

				
				
							
											
										[image: ]
											
									

					

		
		
					


        
  
      Screened in the Limelight section as part of the latest edition of Rotterdam Film Festival, the Dutch director Clara Van Gool’s second feature, The Beast In the Jungle, is a music-based adaptation of the eponymous story by Henry James, The Beast in the Jungle. James’ love story, originally set in Victorian England, has been transposed by Van Gool into various historical periods: the late 19th century, the First World War and modern-day London, while its two protagonists, John Marcher (Dane Jeremy Hurst) and May Bartram (Sarah Reynolds) chase each other throughout the film, caught up in a whirlwind of impossible love.

The film’s fragmented and confused storytelling – the result of the characters being displaced in terms of space and time – is accompanied by elegant dance moves performed by the protagonists, a universal yet chaste dance that describes the complex inward-looking life of James’ John Marcher. Clara Van Gool’s film plays a game of opposites in order to address the protagonists’ inability to communicate: the characters’ constant physical movement contrasts with their sexual frigidity, suspended between life and death in a perennial waiting game, condemned to static tenderness.

The film has been influenced by numerous important visual references, from Caspar David Friedrich’s Wanderer above the Sea of Fog painting, to certain cursed and forgotten cinematic masterpieces, such as Pandora by Albert Lewin and Portrait of Jennie by William Dieterle, built in timeless imaginary worlds. The absence of time and its passing represents the film’s founding yet inconceivable basic concept. Time is the true Beast in the Jungle, despite (and here is another of the film’s ambiguities) the mantra relayed by the coachman/taxi driver played by Sam Louwyck (The Wild Boys, Baden Baden): time is the only thing we have at our disposal.

The film leaves its audience with two feelings in particular –melancholy given the film’s philosophical reflections and the joy of having received an invitation: an invitation to experience the relationship we have with life, and therefore with cinema, as a long yet very short twist dance, both intense yet light-hearted at the same time, just like The Beast in the Jungle.

The Beast in the Jungle was produced by KeyFilm (the Netherlands) and Amour Fou Luxembourg (Luxembourg) and will be distributed in the Netherlands by September Film. International sales are being handled by Picture Tree International.

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/366515/
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		In order to be able to offer you the best possible service, we ask you to allow us by active consent to save your data in our customer database. You thereby agree that you will be always informed about news at Picture Tree International and you agree that your data can be stored and used for information campaigns of Picture Tree International such as mailings, e-mails, newsletters, etc.

		At the e-mail address press@picturetree-international.com or by phone +49 (0) 30 420 824 816 you can revoke your consent at any time, request the modification and deletion of your data and request to receive our privacy policy. To send out newsletters we use the email marketing software "GetResponse". A transfer or use of your data outside our company activities does not occur.
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