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				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish


			

						
				Category

				Documentary
Feature Animation
Feature Film
TV Series
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		(Cineuropa) Review: My Extraordinary Summer with Tess


								February 11th 2019  
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      Dutch filmmaker Steven Wouterlood's first feature follows a boy and a girl on their paths of self-discovery as they cross the threshold from childhood to adolescence.

Dutch director and International Emmy Kids Award and TIFF Kids Award winner Steven Wouterlood continues successfully creating children’s content with his feature debut, My Extraordinary Summer With Tess. The movie has just had its world premiere in the Generation KPlus section of the Berlinale (7-17 February) and is a nominee for the 2019 GWFF Best First Feature Award.

Adapted from a novel by Dutch author Anna Woltz, the movie, similarly to the helmer’s short films Anything Goes (2013) and King’s Day (2015), deals with children taking their first steps into young adulthood. Wouterlood manages to capture the bittersweet transition from childhood innocence to an adolescent awareness of the world, but ultimately wraps up the finale in a bit of a rush.

The story centres on Sam (Sonny van Utteren), who is spending a week with his family on the island of Terschelling one summer. His plans for fun and action fall through when his brother breaks his ankle, but Sam has already been brooding about the realisation that, as the youngest child, one day he will be left alone, as his family will surely die before him. To prepare himself, Sam begins “aloneness training”, during which he wanders across the island for several hours a day.

His training comes to a halt when he runs into Tess (Josephine Arendsen), a local girl who is seemingly even quirkier than he is. As her new friend, Tess takes him along to welcome tourists Hugo (Johannes Kienast) and Elise (Terence Schreurs) to her mother's summer guesthouse. Her motives for spending time with Hugo are at first elusive, as she repeatedly abandons or lies to Sam, hurting him in the process. When she finally reveals to her new friend that Hugo is in fact her biological father (and unaware of it himself), Sam starts to realise that seeking detachment from your family is not the right way to go about conquering loneliness.

In his tale of prepubescent troubles revolving around coping with loss, family and friendship, Wouterlood manages to create an otherworldly feel in which his protagonists wander a fairy-tale land of sandy dunes, dark-blue shores and secluded cottages scattered over the island. This allows DoP Sal Kroonenberg to play with the framing, as his overhead shots show desolate shorelines during the aloneness training, or Sam and Tess parting at a fork in the road after an argument. Van Utteren and Arendsen enrich the story with an apparently natural aptitude for creating relatable characters, and the perky script neatly encapsulates the mind of a young adult.

Wouterlood’s focus on Sam, however, makes Tess’s story ultimately a little rushed in its execution, and this goes for the film's finale as well. While Sam’s path from being a voluntary hermit to experiencing a cathartic revelation about the value of family memories is handled in a profound way, the movie doesn’t extend the same courtesy to Tess’s equally complex story. Instead of an elaborate resolution, her family reunion feels somewhat too convenient and slick.

This may be Sam’s story first and foremost, with Tess representing a vehicle on his road to discovering the importance of family, but the ending turns her story into more of an afterthought than we had perhaps been led to believe from the way it was originally established. The child-friendly moral of using one’s time to spend it with loved ones, however, is neatly packaged and delivered, reinforcing the tone of the movie as a visually appealing, audience-pleasing charmer.

My Extraordinary Summer With Tess was produced by Dutch firms Bind and VPRO Television, and Germany’s ostlicht filmproduktion GmbH. It is handled internationally by Picture Tree International.

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/367548/
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		In order to be able to offer you the best possible service, we ask you to allow us by active consent to save your data in our customer database. You thereby agree that you will be always informed about news at Picture Tree International and you agree that your data can be stored and used for information campaigns of Picture Tree International such as mailings, e-mails, newsletters, etc.

		At the e-mail address press@picturetree-international.com or by phone +49 (0) 30 420 824 816 you can revoke your consent at any time, request the modification and deletion of your data and request to receive our privacy policy. To send out newsletters we use the email marketing software "GetResponse". A transfer or use of your data outside our company activities does not occur.
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