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				Genre

				Action
Adventure
Animation
Best Agers
Biographical
Biopic
Black Comedy
Buddy Movie
Comedy
Coming of Age
Contemporary Society
Crime
Docufiction
Documentary
Drama
Family
Fantasy
Female Identity
Historical Drama
History
Horror
LGBT
Literary Adaptation
Male Identity
Music
Musical
Mystery
Political Thriller
Politics
Post Apocalyptic
Psychological Thriller
Religion
Road Movie
Romance
Science Fiction
Sport
Supernatural Horror
Suspense
Teen
Thriller
Tv Series
Vampire
War
Zombie


			

						
				Runtime

				60 - 90 min
90 - 120 min
> 120 min


			

						
				Local Release

				2024
2023
2022
2021
2020
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013


			

						
				Nationality

				Austria
Austrian
Belgium
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Brazil
Canada
China
Croatia
Curaçao
Czech Republic
Danish
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
France
Georgia
German
Germany
Greece
Iceland
India
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jordan
Luxembourg
Malaysia
Mexico
Morocco
Netherlands
Norway
Philippines
Poland
Qatar
Romania
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Slovakia
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Kingdom


			

						
				Language

				Arabic
Bavarian
Bosnian
Bulgarian
Chinese
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Finnish
French
Georgian
German
Greek
Hebrew
Hungarian
Icelandic
Kannada
Mohawk
Norwegian
Persian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovakian
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish
Swiss German
Tamil
Turkish


			

						
				Category

				Documentary
Feature Animation
Feature Film
TV Series
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		(Cineuropa) - Beware of Children - Movie Review at Venice 2019


								September 11th 2019  
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      Could Dag Johan Haugerud’s second feature be the best 157-minute Norwegian humanist film ever made?

Norwegian novelist, screenwriter, film director, librarian and humanist Dag Johan Haugerud has completed his second feature. A long time in the making, long in length (the longest in Norway since Liv Ullmann’s three-hour Kristin Lavransdatter in 1995) and withheld a littler further for optimal exposure (his first feature, I Belong, although showered with national awards, did little travelling abroad), Beware of Children [+] is now premiering in the Giornate degli Autori section of the 2019 Venice International Film Festival, inviting discerning world audiences to discover a budding European auteur of evident merit.


The ambiguous title may refer to the importance of looking after and caring for one’s offspring, but possibly also looking out for and heeding warnings, as children’s actions can indeed lead to ominous consequences. This happens when 13-year-old Lykke gets into an argument with her classmate Jamie on the playing field. In the physical heat of things, he is injured and taken to hospital, where he dies a little later. Parents, pupils and staff are unnerved, investigations and interrogations are conducted. What happened, and why? And what will the hereafter be like?

Meticulously unveiling layer after layer of seemingly random and clearly crucial details of the events, Haugerud introduces a group of very human human beings in the process. Both the “perpetrator” and the “victim” happen to have politician fathers, hers on the Labour side of the spectrum and his from a right-libertarian party with staunch adversaries, not least in academic circles. That the latter is in a relationship with one of the heads of the school may seem slightly odd and inappropriate – as is sometimes life itself, as we are tenderly reminded from time to time. The big issues include the question of whether Lykke’s legal case will be dismissed due to Jamie’s death being an accident or due to her age, while a pettier one is whether a Facebook memorial page for Jamie is against Norwegian state-school policy, since it’s a privately owned American corporation. Turns out it is. “Beware of adults” may well be another heartfelt plea.

With about a dozen key characters, including parents, school staff, parents of both parents and school staff, and partners of some school staff, Beware of Children demands keen attention. People are introduced in an off-screen second, their relationship to others identified en passant, and additional key characters are mentioned but never seen. It’s likely all part of Haugerud’s empathetic realism but can on rare occasions feel a little consciously stylish. That Lykke is called Natalie at school (some teachers say Natalia) but always Anna by her grandmother may or may not have been a necessary quirk. But for most of these utterly well-spent 157 minutes, this work by a significant humanist filmmaker and his thoroughly first-rate cast and crew is a richly rewarding treat to behold. A second look is recommended, partly for pure gratification.

Beware of Children was produced by Norway’s Motlys in co-production with Sweden’s Plattform Produktion and Film i Väst. The world sales are managed by Picture Tree International.

https://cineuropa.org/en/newsdetail/377600/
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		In order to be able to offer you the best possible service, we ask you to allow us by active consent to save your data in our customer database. You thereby agree that you will be always informed about news at Picture Tree International and you agree that your data can be stored and used for information campaigns of Picture Tree International such as mailings, e-mails, newsletters, etc.

		At the e-mail address press@picturetree-international.com or by phone +49 (0) 30 420 824 816 you can revoke your consent at any time, request the modification and deletion of your data and request to receive our privacy policy. To send out newsletters we use the email marketing software "GetResponse". A transfer or use of your data outside our company activities does not occur.

	

	
		
	




					
							

		

				
	

	
		
		
		
			
	
		
© 2024 PICTURE TREE INTERNATIONAL. All rights reserved.	

	
		
Imprint Disclaimer Privacy Policy	


		

	

		
		

		

		

		

		

	

	
		

		

	

			
		player engine: 

		video type: 

		current level: 

		

	





	
		
		
			
			
				
				
					
				
			

		
			
								
				
					

					
						
						Previous
					
					
						
						Next
					
				

			


			
			

		

		
	




	



	

	Sorry, item "sidearea" does not exist.











	





  
  	
													Home
								
	
													Feature Films
								
	
													TV Series
								
	
													TV Movies
								
	
													Docs
								











 


	
		We use cookies to ensure that we give you the best experience on our website. Using this website means you're OK with this.
				Read more
			

	Accept



